











40 HUNTING IN NORTH CAROLINA

At one time, otters in numbers were found in North Carolina, but the
inroads of hunters and trappers have thinned out this valuable fur-
bearing animal until now the animal is in only a few of the counties.
The raccoon, although not as plentiful as at one time, is reported as
being one of the most abundant of animals of this class.

The skunk, as yet not domesticated beyond his own preferences for
imposing himself upon the realms of human habitation and a purveyor
of a quality that is not altogether acceptable to human beings, is recog-
nized for the value of his fur and the law affords him protection. The
muskrat deserves mention among the more valuable of the fur-bearing
animals of the State.

The wildcat, most prevalent in the mountain fastness of the west and
in the more thinly populated parts of the east, while classed as fur-bearing
is unprotected, no closed season nor bag limit being provided for him.

Fur-bearing animals, because of the value of their pelts, have been
among the greatest of sufferers from the lack of adequate protection in
the past; and it is thought that the game laws will carry at least equal
the significance in repopulating the natural habitats of wild life with
this species of game as any other. Reasonable protection during breeding,
seasonal restrictions which confines their capture to the time of the
year when the skins are prime, control of fire, and other features in-
cluded in the new laws furnish protection that is essential to the exploitation
of this class of animal life.

Much of the joy of hunting comes through the intelligent working of the dogs. This
type of dog helps to make hunting a real pleasure in North Carolina.

Other states, notably Louisiana and Maine furnish striking examples
of the conservation of fur-bearing animals. Louisiana sells around
$6,000,000 in pelts annually; and the state of Maine reports large sales
of skins annually. New York has record of 362,000 fur-bearing animals
being taken in one year.

Passage of the new State regulations has called attention to the beaver
which is a native of all parts of North Carolina and in former years was
plentiful. The value of their hides furnished such an incentive for their
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destruction that they are today practically, if not quite, extinct in the
State.

The last stronghold of the over-hunted animal is reported by H. H.
Brimley, curator of the State Museum, to have been along the valley of
the Dan River in Stokes County. A number of years ago or before the
World War, the last capture of any of this species was reported, and it
is believed that if any were left then the last were taken during the time of
high prices for fur in the post-war period.

The beaver, besides his value as a producer of skins that sell any-
where from $25.00 to $50.00 each, serves a useful purpose by assisting in
flood control through his habit of constructing dams across streams. Other
states have found that it is practical to restock the beaver, and this is a
proposition that may be watched with interest as the first experiments in
this State will probably be made within the areas of the new Game Refuges
in Western North Carolina.. Should these attempts prove successful, it is
likely that stocking will be undertaken on a large scale.

GAME BAG CENSUS

For the first time, the State of North Carolina has been able to get a
definite and comprehensive idea of the value of game as a great natural
resource and an intelligent idea of its distribution. One of the most valuable
contributions to this knowledge is the census of game bagged during the
first year of operation of the State Game Law.

Return report blanks were mailed to all licensed hunters, and the tabula-
tion carried in this publication shows combined reports from approximately
40 per cent. The total number of the leading species of game killed during
the open season is shown by counties.

Bearing in mind that the reports were made by less than half of the
hunters, it is seen that the grand total of game taken during the year is
much larger than indicated at the foot of each column. Other states that
have made similar surveys have estimated that it is safe to assume that
hunters who did not report killed at least on an average of half as much
game for each individual as those who made the return. On this basis, and
allowing for other factors, it should be conservative to double the totals
shown under each species to get a more accurate idea of all game killed
during the seasons in the State.



REPORT OF GAME KILLED IN NORTH CAROLINA DURING SEASON 1927-28
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HUNTING LICENSES ISSUED DURING SEASON 1927-28

Residen -

County Receipts Coum.yt Rgstludteém Rg(i)gent
Alamance $ 3,141.00 1,956 168 23
Alexander 524.00 509 3
Alleghany 421.00 361 12
Anson 1,747.00 1,567 36
Ashe 952.00 932 4
Avery 375.00 335 8 T
Beaufort 3,078.00 2,283 117 14
Bertie. 3,644.00 2,769 121 18
Bladen : 974.00 794 30 2
Brunswick 828.00 733 19 |
Buncombe 5,667.00 3,507 402 10
Burke 484.00 454 6
Cabarrus, 2,549.00 1,559 198
Caldwell 1,040.00 945 19 | .
Camden 870.00 590 11 15
Carteret 3,034.00 949 36 127
Caswell 979.00 719 13 13
Chatham 2,927.00 1,397 66 80
Catawba. 2,529.00 1,729 148 4
Cherokee. 1,352.00 1,017 55 4
Chowan 779.00 624 31
Clay 250.00 250 | 0 ..
Cleveland 2,309.00 1,784 105
Columbus. 2,690.00 1,760 63 41
Craven 3,805.00 2,065 186 54
Cumberland 1,909.00 1,029 161 5
Currituck 1,148.00 513 10 39
Dare 84.00 79 1 | e
Davidson 3,912.00 2,287 181 48
Davie 1,314.00 1,129 28 3
Duplin 2,539.00 1,624 180 1
Durham 4,185.00 1,315 574 | L.
Edgecombe. y 2,083.00 1,303 120 12
Forsythe. 8,459.00 3,159 1,048 4
Franklin 1,733.00 1,473 49 1
Gates. . 1,067.00 827 9 13
.Gaston...... 2,760.00 1,595 233 J—
Graham 686.00 511 5 10
Granville 1,680.00 1,345 40 9
Greene. . ; 1,337.00 827 102 | ...
GUIITOTd. ettt enenen 7,831.00 2,526 860 67
Halifax 4,128.00 3,143 173 8
Harnett 1,874.00 1,069 152 3
Haywood.... 1,200.00 980 38 2
Henderson 1,074.00 869 38 1
Hertford 1,866.00 1,231 49 26
Hoke 297.00 172 25 |
Hyde 628.00 503 7 6
Iredell . 2,340.00 1,745 19 [ .
Jackson...... 1,104.00 824 26 10
Johnston 3,712.00 3,007 141
Jones 846.00 651 33 2
Lee 1,232.00 662 105 3
Lenoir. 3,192.00 1,657 301 2
Lincoln - 1,309.00 929 76 PR
Macon 619.00 534 14
Madison 432.00 417 3 | -
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HUNTING LICENSES ISSUED DURING SEASON 1927-28

(Continued)
Non-

County Recelpts lgflll:et:t Rgiiadt%m Resiclllent

Martin 2,427.00 1,752 117 6
McDowell....... 1,474.00 1,214 46 2
Mecklenburg 5,927.00 3,002 567 [ ..
Mitchell......ii e 209.00 124 m o
Montgomery....: 759.00 454 58 1
Moore 283.00 163 18 | 2
Nash 4,721.00 2,751 385 3
New Hanover. 3,080.00 1,140 355 11
Northampton 1,936.00 1,831 15 2
Onslow 1,558.00 1,083 29 22
Orange. 1,817.00 1,407 82 [ L.
Pamlico. 713.00 563 18 4
Pasquotank - 1,625.00 895 116 10
Pender 934.00 764 28 2
Perquimans, 979.00 749 4 14
Person 1,208.00 883 14 17
Pt 4,869.00 2,749 421 1
Polk 578.00 488 9 3
Randolph.. 2,587.00 1,332 128 41
Richmond............. 1,762.00 1,032 134 4
Robeson - 2,868.00 2,143 136 3
Rockingham 3,047.00 2,347 125 5
Rowan........cooomn. 3,109.00 1,719 263 5
Rutherford 1,499.00 1,379 b2 S
Sampson 1,479.00 1,194 57T |
Scotland. 834.00 584 50
Stanley................ 2,5612.00 1,612 197 1
Stokes.. 1,216.00 1,076 28 (0 L.
Surry.. 2,199.00 1,679 89 5
Swain.. . 619.00 499 21 1
Transylvania........ocooeeoioeoeere .| 228.00 193 4 1
Tyrrell 277.00 262 3 |
Union.... 1,716.00 1,471 43 2
Vance.. 1,617.00 1,032 108 3
Wake s N 5,799.00 3,209 506 4
Warzen......... 1,395.00 1,095 27 11
Washington 1,053.00 843 36 2
Watauga . 849.00 739 22 | L
Wayne 3,350.00 2,135 234 3
Wilkes. 1,577.00 1,337 39 3
Wilson.... - . 4,228.00 2,483 340 3
Yadkin 727.00 657 ) C S
Yancey.... - 463.00 458 D O
Total. ..o $197,635.00 126,035 11,686 878
Receipts not assigned to counties.............. 6,365.00 | i | e
Grand total $204,000.00 126,035 11,686 878






